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Dear Colleagues, 

Although spring arrived quite late for us in New Haven, we had an exciting 
semester of CSPT events at Yale.  

In an effort to expand our reach on campus, we collaborated with other Yale 
departments and programs. In March, CSPT and the Yale Law School co-
hosted a lecture by Pratap Bhanu Mehta. One of India’s foremost public 
intellectuals, Mehta is currently President of the Centre for Policy Research in 
New Delhi. He is also author and editor of numerous books including The 
Burden of Democracy, Public Institutions in India, and Shaping the Emerging World: India 
and Multilateralism. Mehta’s lecture titled “Free Speech, Identity and Dignity” 
employed recent Indian court cases on censorship to probe broader questions 
about the political and legal assumptions that shape free speech debates. 
Traversing the disciplinary boundaries between Indian constitutional history, 
jurisprudence and political theory, Mehta’s lecture examined the specific 
political and historical contexts of the Indian debate on free speech while also 
outlining a broader agenda of comparative constitutionalism.   

Comparison as a practice of political theory was the central theme of our one-
day workshop in May on “Comparative Ancient and Medieval Political 
Thought.” Co-sponsored with the Whitney Humanities Center  (WHC) and 
organized by Loubna El Amine (2013-2104 WHC Fellow), the workshop 
convened experts on the Chinese, Greek, Islamic and Indian traditions to 
consider the theme of universalism and particularism. Panelists reflected on 
this theme through a wide array of topics that included translation, the 
possibility of excavating a pre-colonial political theory and rethinking oriental 
despotism. During the concluding panel, participants considered broader 
questions of what comparison as a method entails and what the critical 
purchase of the burgeoning field of comparative political theory might be.  
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News from the UK 
and Ireland 

The upcoming academic year promises to be as exciting. On 
December 6th, we will host a one-day workshop titled 
“Hume and Montesquieu: Method, Moeurs, and Republican 
Monarchy.” Organized by our colleague, Andrew Sabl, this 
conference will bring together scholars of Hume and 
Montesquieu to discuss points of commonality and 
divergence across multiple dimensions: questions of method 
and intellectual approach; issues of marriage and sexual 
morality, in their relation to law and politics; and both 
thinkers’ distinctive, ambivalent approach to republican and 
monarchical traditions of thought, and to the particular 
question of English politics.  Participants include Marc 
Hanvelt, Eric MacGilvray, James Moore, Michael Mosher, 
Dennis Rasmussen, Andrew Sabl, Diana Schaub, Céline 
Spector and Frederick Whelan. 

 

The Political Thought Group of the UK 
Political Studies Association (PSA) has 
reorganized itself. It has been successful in 
its application for funds to the PSA and is 
aiming to fund workshops and focused 
conferences oriented to new research 
agendas and interdisciplinary work that 
enhances the contribution of political 
theory to the wider field of political studies. 
The first workshop on the “Political Theory 
of Violence and Protest” was held at 
Southampton University in May 2014, with 
Karuna Mantena from Yale University as 
the keynote speaker. 

University College London launched a 
Religion and Political Theory Centre in May 
2014. The Centre is home to the European 
Research Council funded project “Is 
Religion Special? Secularism and Religion in 
Contemporary Legal and  

Political Theory.” The five-year (2011-
2016) project is led by Professor Cécile 
Laborde. 

Richard Fisher has announced that he is 
stepping down as Managing Director and 
leaving Cambridge University Press.  
CUP’s commitment to political theory 
(through John Haslam) and to the history 
of ideas (through Liz Friend-Smith) will 
continue unabated. Political theorists 
around the globe, but especially those 
associated with the UK and Ireland 
Association for Political Thought and its 
annual Oxford Political Thought 
conference, of which Richard has been a 
fantastic supporter, will want to wish him 
well in his post-CUP activities. 

 

 On May 8-9, 2015, CSPT will host a conference at Yale 
University showcasing the ways in which political theorists 
can think about key themes of political economy. Topics will 
include inequality and democracy; work and citizenship; 
trust, credit and the state; distributive justice; and the moral 
psychology of market relations. 

We hope that, like us, you get a sense of the breadth and 
depth of the CSPT community from this issue of the 
newsletter. We also look forward to seeing some of you at 
our APSA reception to be held August 28, 8pm at 
Congressional A, West Promenade (Lobby Level) in the 
Omni Shoreham Hotel. We look forward to announcing the 
winner of this year’s Spitz Prize then.   

Best, 

 
Bryan Garsten & Karuna Mantena  

CSPT Co-chairs 
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The annual conference of the German Society for the Study of Political 
Thought will convene at the University of Passau, October 23-24, 2014 to 
discuss “Political Resistance.” Organized by Professor Dr. Barbara 
Zehnpfennig, the conference will include three panels dedicated to theoretical 
dimensions of political resistance as they emerged in medieval and modern 
times as well as special sessions concerned with a comparison between the 
forms of resistance during the NS-Regime and the period of Communism in 
Eastern Europe after World War II.  

Aliquam 
dolor. 

byline 

Lorem Ipsum 

News from Europe 

 

The London Summer School in Intellectual History will take 
place September 1-4, 2014. 

The London Graduate Conference in the History of Political 
Thought took place June 2-3, 2014, at Senate House, 
University of London, with keynote lectures by Jennifer Pitts 
and Jill Kraye.  

The Centre for the Study of the History of Political 
Thought at Queen Mary University of London hosted 
a panel discussion on Georgios Varouxakis’s Liberty 
Abroad on March 7, 2014. Panelists included Professor 
H.S Jones (Manchester), Professor Karuna Mantena 
(Yale), Professor Donald Winch (Sussex) and 
Professor Ross Harris  (Cambridge).  

The Centre for the Study of the History of Political 
Thought at Queen Mary University of London hosted 
a half-day colloquium on Andrew Sabl’s Hume’s Politics 
on March 14, 2014. Speakers included Professor James 
Harris (St. Andrews), Paul Sagar (Cambridge), 
Professor Robin Douglass (King’s College-London), 
Professor Mark Philp (Oxford) and Professor Andrew 
Sabl (Yale).  

 

This year’s Annual Queen Mary University of London 
Symposium in the Humanities and Social Science 
took place January 10, 2014, on recent work by Bryan 
Garsten (Yale) and Nadia Urbinati (Colubmia) on 
liberalism and democracy. Next year’s symposium 
scheduled for April 25, 2015, will feature the work of 
Seyla Benhabib.   

The Nicolai Rubinstein Lecture in the History of 
Political Thought and Intellectual History was 
delivered by Professor Carlo Ginzburg on “Intricate 
Readings: Machiavelli, Aristotle, Aquinas.” Professor 
Ginzburg’s lecture was on March 20, 2014, at Queen 
Mary University of London under the auspices of the 
Centre for the Study of the History of Political Thought. 
Next year’s lecture will be delivered by Martii 
Koskenniemi on March 31, 2015. 
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News from the US 
and Canada 

The Lone Star Chapter met at Stephen 
F. Austin State University on March 1st, 
2014. Papers were delivered and lively 
discussions ensued on a variety of topics 
ranging from Aristotle’s education of the 
passions to Locke’s theory of natural 
rights (in relation to Hobbes, and to 
Batman, among other things). 
Shakespeare’s politics, legal pragmatism, 
and the consequences of ideological 
warfare were also discussed. We are 
thankful for the contribution of all 
papers, and especially to Baylor 
University, which contributed the lion’s 
share of papers.  

The Columbia University Seminar on 
Studies in Political and Social 
Thought will, after a long hiatus, begin 
meeting again in fall 2014. The meetings 
will be held on Thursday evenings, as in 
the past, with drinks at 5:30pm, dinner at 
6pm (for those who wish to dine before 
the seminar), and the seminar meeting 
beginning at approximately 7:10pm. The 
seminar will hold two or three meetings 
in fall 2014 with the expectation that this 
number will increase in the future.  

The schedule and further information 
will be posted on the ICSPT website. 
The seminar is open to interested 
scholars by invitation. All members of 
the seminar must have earned a Ph.D. 
or achieved its equivalent in scholarly 
work. If you are interested in receiving 
an invitation, please write to David 
Johnston. 

The Toronto Chapter hosted four 
lively and stimulating events during the 
2013-2014 academic year:  a talk entitled 
“Radical Cosmopolitics” by James 
Ingram (with a commentary by Melissa 
Williams); a talk entitled “There is no 
such thing called Ideal Theory” by Jacob 
Levy (with a commentary by Joseph 
Carens); a talk entitled “Anonymous 
Glory” by Patchen Markell (with a 
commentary by Ronald Beiner); and a 
talk entitled “The Semantics of 
Conceptual Change” by Maria Pia Lara 
(with a commentary by Simone 
Chambers).  

 

 

 

In April, the Singapore Chapter of the Conference for the Study of Political 
Thought held its second annual symposium, “Rationality in Politics and Its 
Limits.” The symposium was organized by Luke O’Sullivan in collaboration 
with Knud Haakonssen and Chandran Kukathas and attracted the 
participation of an ever-growing community of political philosophers and 
historians of political thought at the National University of Singapore and 
Yale-NUS College, together with scholars based in Hong Kong, Australia and 
the UK. A selection of the papers presented is forthcoming in the journal 
Global Discourse. If you are interested in the activities of the Singapore Chapter, 
please contact the regional convener, Terry Nardin.  

News from Asia 
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 Ryan Balot, Courage and the Democratic Polis: 
Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens, Oxford 
University Press.  

Ronald Beiner, Political Philosophy: What it is and 
Why it Matters, Cambridge University Press.  

Richard Bellamy, Corce, Gramsci, Bobbio and the 
Italian Political Tradition, ECPR Press.  

Richard Bellamy and Madeline Kennedy-
Macfoy, Citizenship (Critical Concepts in Political 
Science), Routledge Press.   

Luke O’Sullivan, ed., Michael Oakeshott 
Notebooks, 1920-1986, Imprint Academic  

Philip Pettit, On the People's Terms: A Republican 
Theory and Model of Democracy, Cambridge 
University Press. 

Philip Pettit, Just Freedom: A Moral Compass for a 
Complex World, W.W. Norton and Company. 

Tracy B. Strong, Politics without Vision: Thinking 
without a Banister in the Twentieth Century, 
University of Chicago Press, (Winner of 
APSA’s David Easton Prize). 

Georgios Varouxakis, Liberty Abroad: J.S. Mill on 
International Relations, Cambridge University 
Press.    

 

Recent books in 
political theory  


